
Main Street Reisterstown Program 

Minutes 

 
     Location/Date:  Reter’s Crabhouse, Reisterstown  -  July 29, 2013 

Attendees:  Amy Mantay, Mary Molinaro,  Brad Reter,  Shirley Smith, Ernie Schmidhauser,  Jonathan 

Schwartz, Paul Davolos, Calvin Reter, Irwin Kramer, Kathy Gambrill,  Karen Saab, Pat Brooks, Darrell 

Gamerman, JT Noyes, Dave Powers, Dan Carey, Lisa Dibbern, Bill Keeney 

       

Amy started the meeting with the committees’ reports: 

Mary said that the organization committee will have a meeting scheduled after National Night 

Out on August 6th and continue with the budget talks again to be ready for when we can apply to be 

accepted to the Main Street MD program. Amy said she is working on completing the sustainability 

application. She is expecting it to be submitted and approved at the October County Council meeting. 

Paul said the economic restructuring committee is awaiting the trifold being printed by the County for 

his committee to use when approaching businesses. Amy said that it is getting final approval on the 

demographic  section by Andrea Van Arsdale and she hopes to have it at the printer this week. She 

showed everyone a sample. Paul shared an article with everyone which appeared in the Towson Times 

entitled “Sustainable community tag carries funds for projects” to show the importance of being 

accepted this fall so we can start applying for those funds. 

Amy said that the promotion committee will be having their next meeting Monday, August 5th, 

6:30pm at Java Mamma’s. She encouraged everyone to come join the meeting. They will be discussing 

upcoming events for late summer and fall. She will try to have the August calendar completed and 

printed this week for distribution at the Music on Main Street event Friday evening. She has been adding 

Facebook comments highlighting events, businesses and improvements on Main Street. She commented 

on the new awnings and paint job at 227 Main Street owned by Brad Knatz. He also added a plaque to 

the front of the building showing its historic origins as The James Thomas House. She asked each of us to 

bring to her attention anyone else that has been improving their properties.  

Irwin said that the design committee will start today doing the inventory with Maryland Historic 

Trust. Everyone interested in participating should meet at Java Mamma’s at 11am.  He hopes to 

approach the Transportation Secretary Smith but that it  is important to show the backing of Baltimore 

County. Unless the traffic study which will be released in September shows safety concerns, he’s not 

sure about a financial commitment from the state. Amy said that Jonathan, Tony, and Amy will meet 

with Andrea this coming Friday. They will be looking at personal, political and county connections to 

develop a strategy. Two weeks ago they looked at what the county can do for streetscape maintenance. 

JT asked if we as a group can participate in these plans. Amy said that after her talk Friday there will 

most likely be another public community meeting. Irwin said that he thinks we’re probably a year out to 

see a project start and while frustrating projects in the state move slowly.  

Dan said the clean, safe, and green committee will host their next Clean Up Day August 3rd and 

everyone should meet in front of Reter’s at 9am. Amy said she will contact the churches, Reisterstown 

United Methodist Church and Sacred Heart who have expressed an interest in helping to see if they can 

send people on Saturday morning to help.  Pat talked about encouraging people to pick up in front of 

their own buildings if they can’t walk the street with the group. Amy will start her Weekly Update email 

with a reminder to meet Saturday morning.  

There was some discussion about the company who hired people to dig up the street to 

apparently put underground wires. They have a couple of times cut lines (gas/water) to businesses and 



it’s been an issue about getting repairs completed. Some business owners have had to foot the bill and 

hire repair people themselves. There was discussion of holding the business doing the work or who 

hired them responsible for any damage they cause as well as hold them responsible to return the 

grounds and bricks the way they were before work started.  Some thought this was a project to put 

underground high speed Verizon cables up to Franklin Middle School and the Fire House by the county. 

Kathy gave an update on Music on Main Street and said it has been quite a success with more 

than 600 people at last week’s concert. She thanked everyone on her committee that she and Dan co-

chair (Ernie and Linda Percy) as well as those helping at the information booth including Pat and Mary. 

This week they announced shopping at businesses along Main Street and Sponsors of the program who 

are listed on a board up near the band every week.  She said we now have 8 food vendors and they have 

seen increased sales each week. Many commented they have heard only good comments from people 

who attended and they hope to see it happen again.  

Calvin talked about “Heroes Night Out” being an Orioles game on August 23rd against the A’s. He 

has tickets that cost $15 each with $5 from each ticket going to the Memorial Fund for Gene Kirchner.  

Sales have been going well and they plan to pick up more tickets this week. He also said that he got an 

email from Chief Murray about an article in the Baltimore Sun highlighting the 100th Anniversary of the 

Firehouse and asked for a copy of the article if anyone can find it.  

Ernie referred everyone to the flyer for the National Night Out celebration, Tuesday, August 6th 

which will be held in the lower section of the Chartley Shopping Center from 6:30 – 8:30pm.  He 

reminded everyone of the planned booths and that it is a combined effort of police and community and 

a lot of the tables provide information to everyone about health and safety. Mary handed a paper 

around asking for volunteers to man the Main Street booth for which Kathy and Pat have already 

volunteered. Erin said it is a free event and there will be free Chicken Nuggets and drink for the first 300 

people who sign in at the information table.  

Amy talked again about needing the work plans from the committee chairs and we discussed 

the need to have a board meeting to discuss the purposes in this year’s county grant application which 

needs to be submitted by September 30th.  Amy said it would be best to ask Glenn to call the meeting so 

Mary said she’d contact him.  

Bill Keeney introduced himself as someone who has worked for the past 30 years on improving 

Reisterstown and he is very impressed with the work our group has done. 

 

Summer events 

 Clean-ups –August 3rd  , 9am – 11am.   

Meet at Reter’s Crabhouse 

 

 The Gathering –  Pending   

 

Music on Main Street –June 21st – August 23rd 7- 9:30pm 

Lawn at Franklin Middle School  

 

 Farmers Market –Sundays, June 2nd to October 6th  10am-2pm  

358-360 Main Street .  

No one from the committee has manned an information booth the past few weeks. However,  some at 

the meeting had been going to the market. They said there were a lot of people watching the chef on 

the 21st. They thought that possibly on weeks when there were only 5 or 6 vendors it is too spread out in 



the grass area and maybe they could try moving up closer to Main Street to get more foot traffic. Of 

course, this is Alice Reid’s event so she will most likely analyze it at the end of the season.  

 

 

Calendar of Events/Promotions 

 Need September events by August 15  

Merchant outreach 

 Promotions Committee 

 Buy Local Campaign  

Facebook/website (on-going) 

 Over 420 friends view our Facebook posts! Double the number we had in May 

  

The next meeting will be held at Reter’s Crabhouse, Monday, Aug. 12 , 2013 at 10am.  


